ABSTRACT: A new species, Juncus baekdusanensis M. Kim (Juncaceae), has been named and described from Mt. Baekdu of the Korean peninsula. Juncus baekdusanensis shares several characters (terete leaf blades with leaf sheath auricles, between 1 and 2 flowered inflorescences, and 2 bracteoles) with its related species J. tenuis Willd. It is, however, distinct from J. tenuis which have 1-flowered inflorescences, green perianth, lanceolate perianth segments, acuminate perianth apexes, small capsules, and lowland grassland habitats by having 2-flowered inflorescences, reddish green perianth, ovate perianth segments, acute perianth apexes, large capsules, and highland swamp habitats.
The genus Juncus L. (Juncaceae) consists of approximately 240 species and is found in temperate and cold regions (Wu and Clemants, 2000) .
The genus Juncus is characterized by laterally compressed or terete leaves, bisexual flowers, 6 perianth segments, and 3-locular capsules (Wu and Clemants, 2000; Oh and Lee, 2007) . Eighteen taxa of Juncus are reported from Korea (Lee, 1980; Oh and Lee, 2007) . Of 18 taxa, J. effusus L. and J. krameri Fr. et Sav. are a popular occurrence in Korea, while J. maximowiczii Buchen. and J. fauriei Lev. & Vaniot are rather rare and sporadically distributed (Lee, 1980; Kim et al,, 2012; Kim and Kim, 2013) .
Mt. Baekdu (Baekdusan) is an active volcano and the highest mountain (2,744 m) on the Korean peninsula and in Manchuria (Lee, 1991; Lee et al., 2013) . Mt. Baekdu contains about 1,500 species of vascular plants, of which 11 angiosperms are endemic (Kim, 2004) .
In 2013, the authors first discovered Juncus baekdusanensis M. Kim on Mt. Baekdu. It forms a large population of two thousand organisms at 1,700 m altitude on Mt. Baekdu. The species shares several characters with its related taxa J. tenuis Willd., but it can be distinguished based on its 2-flowered inflorescences, reddish green perianth, ovate perianth segments, acute perianth apexes, large capsules, and highland swamp habitats. 
